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1. Teo Don, (leader of the Peoples’ Party of Laos), writes the: the French 
continue to use a strong hand ageinst the Vietnanese and show no signe 
of discontinuing this policy. Lao youtheare recruited as soldiers and 
are sert to Cambodia and Vietnam. Many othermemigrated to Sian to escape 
conscription ag they did not want to fight their friends the Vietnamese 
aud the dhmers. Recruiting and conseription are administered by the 
military, the same oues who collaborated with the Jepenese. 


2. General discontent is spreading daily in laos because the French partisans 
among the luos are deceived by the failure of the French to fulfill] their 
promises and because of Prince Saveang's actious, which are always according 
te Preuch wishes, evon to the detriment of his own people, These actions 
have but one goel: the throne, (Washington comment: Prinses Saveng Vatane 
is the profligate sou of the King of Luang Prabang and is the present 
Prine Minister of the incumbent Leo government. Ee has in succession 
collaborated with the Japanese, with tho Free Laos and with the French, ) 


3. In Bangkok tho Lao princes are becoming more and more dictatorial, Prince 
Suuphanavong works against Tao Gon and Meng Sirikhean (Siamese Deputy 
Minister of the Interior) and Prince Petsarath believes everything his 
brother Souphenavong tells him. Both princes hope to achieve the independence 
of Laos with the aid of the Vietnamese end are now attempting to prepere 
the people to send them from Siem to Leos. The princes oppose Tao Oon 
because they believe he is working in the interests of Siem, but have no 
proof of what they eay. Vietnamese troops have entered Laos from Amam 
at Kieng Khouang (19-197103-02), Sam Naua (20-28:104-02) and Tohepone 
(16=41:106=14), Other points in Laos will possibly be occupied by Vietnamese. 
soldiers. 


4. At the present tims the situation in Laos is as follows: 


& rinos Savang works for the French while aspiring to the throne. 


be The people of Lacs who have remained in Laos are against him, but the 
French support him against the people. 
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@. The people of Laos await with impatience the return of the Free Laos. 


do There are two factions of Free Leos: the princer and the people. Among 
the princes only Souphanavony maintaing his individuality, but he leans too 
heavily on Annem, He has the choractéristics of the Amamesu. Ue is a 
a partisen of the strurp-le to the death, He coes noti know Lao nente Lity 
which is peaceful and aske only to remain tranquil. _ 


Prince Seuvana Phomna tried to mato contuct withthe French. in en attempt 
to reach an agroement to reestablish the French Prtectorate over Lace with 
Petsarath ac King. Petaarath waits and sees. Jetween these two brothers, 
Souphenavong 's policies seem to be in the ascendancy, because Souphanavong 
was able to present Sourana Phonna with a seerct pact ré ththe Annenese. 
dowever, Souvenn Phorma does not abandon hope of reaching an arreement 
with the French so as to maintain a balance of power, Tho three princes, 
who are brothers, do net appear t6 be on very good-torms with each other, 


fhe mes of the Free Laos, of whom Vhya Kam Meo is the leader, made gontact 
wath Laos remaining in.their country. The Free Laos hate no one and desire 
only ‘the integral independence of their country. hey are sympathetic . 
with the VAotnamnese but. not to. the pSint of abandoning Lavs to their dominee 
tion. Neither do they want n revolution only to Shanre kines, ‘hey wish 
to create a situation where no one will in the future hmve the power to 
caused as much danige is Sevanc has done with his Modus Yivendi with the 
trench. ree Laoa want an aproemont with the i rench on a solid basis which 
would prepare them for independence in a period not to exceed five wars, 


Petsarath end Souphanavong are now trying to exort political pressuro on 
Tao Yon and Phya Kam Hao, They arv using princes to contuot Khmors and 
Burmans, but the latter always come to Tao Oon, ‘feo Oon is afraid of one 
thing, that when the French desire to unter into conversations withthe 
Laos thoy will aduross thomselven avlely to retsarath end Souvana Phoma, 
who would accept any conditions just so thoy have the thton, If this 
cane to pass, another revolution would occur in laos. Jt a pears that the 
French woult be reacy to remove Savang from the throne to the advantage 
of Petsarath, This converted treason of the French and the. princos is more 
to bo feared because of the pulicy of the United Stetea; tho United States 
still neod the French for their policy in Curope. If this h-pothesis is 
correct, the dreams of the Froo Lavs will be destroyed and it will be very 
unfortun:te for sevoral nillion inhabitants of south fsia. 


Germaine Krull (French exewar correspondent in Bangkok with leftist sympathies) 
works entively for the Free Leo cauge and has wn the sympathy of t he United 
Progs correspondent, "iss Emily Browm. Germainghis come to hate brince 
Souphanavong. 
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